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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


NortTHern War.—-~The events record- 
ed in the Gazettes, published by the Rus- 
sian Government, and republished by ours, 
as will be seen in another part of this sheet, 
exhibit Napoleon in an entirely new light; 
we there see him retreating; him who 
scarcely ever before recoiled; him whose 
very name has long been synonymous with 
success. If we are to place implicit reli- 
ance on the Petersburgh Gazettes, we must 
conclude, that this great Captain, this 
greatest of soldiers, has, at last, not only 
met with complete defeat, total overthrow, 
but that he himself is, by this time, in the 
enemy’s possession; and, indeed, in the 
City of London, at Lloyd’s Coffee-House, 
ot upon the Royal Exchange, the firm 
persuasion seems to be, that Napoleon 
will, in a few months, be actually to be 
seen in an irox cage, as a show in England; 
that the threat of Macduff towards Macbeth 
will be fully verified, and that we shall see 
written over the cage: ** Here may you sce 
“the monster.”’ In short, never were 
forebodings so sanguine; never were pre- 
dictions so confident: never were there ex- 
pectations mixed with so small a portion of 
doubt. The general opinion is, that ‘** poor 
“ Bony,”’ as he is now called, will have 
made all sorts of efforts to escape in disguise 
from his army, and that, failing therein, 
he will be taken, dead or alive, to Peters- 
burgh, and will thence be sent to England. 
The joy amongst the Londoners is exces- 
sive. They have, in a single moment, got 
rid of all their fears. In the delirium of 
their joy, they seem to have forgotten the 
approaching loan and the price of the gui- 
nea, Allthe ports of Europe are, accord- 
lug to them, now to be instantly opened; 
trade is to resume its former channels; and 
all is to go.on as if no Freuch Revolution 
aud no Buonaparté had ever existed. A 
time will hereafter offer for putting upon 
tecord more fully the evidences of the pub- 
lic persuasion at this time. The general 
description, which I have given, may, in 
the meanwhile, suffice. Now, as to the 





reality, we have, in truth, no means of | 
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judging. In the Russian accounts we can 
rationally place no confidence, seeing that, 
heretofore, they have uniformly proved to 
be, at best, a tissue of exaggerations and 
misrepresentations; seeing that, upon one 
particular occasion, we were informed, 
and that, too, through the channel of our 
own ambassador, that the French had been 
totally, or, at least, signally defeated, and 
that, it afterwards appeared, that, upon that 
very occasion, they won the battle which 
gave them possession of Moscow. We 
should, then, be setting at defiance the 
light of experience to believe the accounts 
published by the ministers of the Czar; 
but, as far as these accounts are corrobo- 
rated by the Emperor’s own bulletin, we 
must believe them; and that bulletin con- 
fesses that the French army has greatly suf 
fered from the climate, and has experience 
ed great losses. Of these facts, there- 
fore, we cannot doubt; and, if we should 
take it for granted, that the whole of the 
French force and the Emperor himself, is 
in great and imminent peril, we should not, 
in all probability, be far from the truth, 
But, then, we are to consider, on the 
other side, the character of the man, who 
has to contend with all the difficulties 
which have been described and which can 
be imagined. We have to place against 
those difficulties, courage, fortitude, pre- 
sence of mind, foresight, such as few men 
have ever possessed. From Napoleon we 
have a right to expect, in this crisis of his 
fate, exertions far beyond what we should 
naturally expect from mortals in general, 
We may be sure, that, if the Russians de« 
stroy him, they will purchase his destrute 
tion (barring mere accidents) at a dear 
rate. And, after all, if he should exlri- 
cate himself from his difficulties! Wf he 
should outlive all the perils that surround 
him! Jfhe should bring off the main part 
of his army, and should set about prepa- 
rations for a march to Petersburgh in the 
spring! Jf he should do this! Grant- 














ed, that it is not probable; granted, that 
so numerous and so great are his difliculties, 





that such a supposition is not tobe enter- 
tained; granted, that, with ** three Kusstan 
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“¢ armies in his front’? and ** two in his 
‘¢ year,’’? with ** myriads of Cossacks on 
** his flanks,’’ an escape with any consider- 
able portion of his army is next lo impossi- 
ble; but, for argument’s sake ; for the sake 
of mere reasoning, while we wait for the 
arrival of the mails, suppose he should get 
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ships and dangers, the complaint came 
with a better grace while their Emperor 
was safe at home than they would novw 
come while he is sharing all the hardships 
and dangers of the army. Iam, for my 
part, wholly at a loss to discover any reason 
for supposing, that, if Napoleon gets out of 













off with the main body of his army. I say, 
that it is not to be expected; I say, that 
the joy of the good citizens of London is in 
no danger of being thus damped; but, // 
he should? Wf he should? W hat, i 
such a case, such an -unexpected case; 
what, in such ease, would be the natural 
consequences ? Why, in my opinion, 
these consequences would be, despair in the 
bosom of those whom he is attacking, and 
almost certain success to his future attacks ; 
for, as all the world will say, if he survive | cow, it was because an act had been com- 
this, nothing can overcome him. It is | mitted which was no more to be expected 
supposed by some persons, that, if Napo- | than the destruction of a city by am earth- 
leon should escape with a considerable part | — They did, doubtless, expect from 
of his army, he will, from this retreat, | him every thing that mortal man is capable 
have suffered in his reputation, and that | | of; but, they will not lose confidence in 
his army will not, in future, have the same pene because he was unable to rebuild 
confidence in him. Now, in the first | Moscow, and restore to life its burnt and 
lace, this is inconsistent with what has | starved population. They will see, that he 
me generally asserted by these same per- | has done more than any other mortal would 
sons, who have constantly described him as | have been able to do; they will see, that 
a gloomy tyrant, ** hated by his army, no difficulties are too much for him; they 
** whom he. foreed into the field at the) will see, that, when all the world exclaim- 
‘point of the bayonet,’ though it was, | ed, ** he is down !’’ and when the enemies 
sadeed. difficult to imagine how he was to | of France had ‘almost fost their senses in 
eflect this, who was to hold the point of the | 'exultation: they will see that, even then, 
bayonet, and the like. It is, however, now | he bore up ‘against the tide, and finally 
discovered, that he has had the confidence | swam triumphant; and, seeing, not only 
of his army, and this discovery is made in | will they not lose conlelitece: in him, but 
order to tell us, that he is, in fulure, nol | the confidence they have hitherto had in 
to have it. But, why is he not to have | him will be increased and less liable to be 
it? This question I should like to put to | shaken than it heretofore has been. ——As 
any man, who entertains the opinion here | to the fact, whether there be any chance of 
spoken of, and who would argue the mat- ' his extricating himself from his difficulties, 
ter fairly. This is not the first time | we cannot, as I said before, come to any 
that the armies of Napoleon have been | decision, because we have no means o 
compelled to retreat. Nay, they have (or judging; but, of one thing Lam, for my 
else our veracily is in a perilous state) been | part, very sure, and that is, that, if le 
beaten frequently. ““ Aye, but, then, Ac | should extricate himself, if-he should make 
6¢ was not with them.’’» Very true; but | good his retreat with the main of his army, 
that very circumstance was, by us, alleged | his reputation will be higher than ever; he 
to be ground of discontent in his army! | wilt be dearer than ever to that army; 
We said, or, at least, our hireling prints | whose dangers and whose sufferings he has 
said, that he staid at home in safety, while | shaved ; he will be to the glory-loving pt 
he sent his troops to the field to be slaugh- | ple of France more than ever an object 0 
gered. ‘This was what they said when he | devotion, and will be more than ever 
did not accompany his army. . Their stu- | object of terror and dismay to her enemies 
pidity in saying it, while our own Sove- | He is engaged in a deep and, perhaps, 
reign is well known never to accompany his desperate, game; but, if he win, he w! 
army to the field, was very great, to be | fortune for ever, and all, upon the contine 
sure; but, say it they did; and, indeed, if | at least, falls before him. For the 
edgrmy had a right to complain of hard. reasons, and for others that I shall forbe! 


this difficulty, he will have sunk in the esti- 
mation of his soldiers. - These soldiers wil! 
be able to judge correctly of his deeds; 
they will see, that, in advancing to Mos- 
cow, it was impossible to foresee, and im- 
possible to believe, that the city would be 
burnt to ashes, such a thing never having 
been done before in the world. They will 
see, that their leader overcame every thing 
opposed to him in the shape of an enemy; 
and that if he was unable to remain at Mos- 
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i state, I, for my part, do not, in any de- 
cree, Participate in the exultation of the 
dav, though, I must confess, that F wait 
with no little impatience for infelligence of 
his fate. That fateis, before now, decided, 
and, with it, in all probability, the fate of 
ihe Russian Government and of the com- 
merce of England with the Continent of 
furope. Inthe course of ten short days 
we shall know the result ; and, therefore, 
ill that I shall add here is, my anxious 
hope, that it will be such as shall tend to 
he freedom and happiness of this country 
ind of mankind in general.——There is 
me passage in the Times news-paper of the 
sth instant, which I cannot help noticing 
before I conclude, and, according to my 
usual practice, F shall first insert the pas- 
gage itself, which is in these words :—— 
‘¢ The great body of the French soldiery 
“approaches to an almost entire disorgan- 
“ization ; their physical strength is wasted 
“and gone; their moral powers (if it = 
“not a desecration of the term moral, t 
“apply it to sueh a horde of civilized iow 
“6arians) are overcome and exhausted. 
“Man but a rush against their breasts, 
“and they retire :—in a state of despair, 
“they offer themselves up prisoners to those 
“very Cossacks, who take no prisoners, 
“ but execute the vengeance of their coun- 
“try with an unsparing hand. ‘These 
“wretched, these despairing creatures, 
“ would excite our pily, did we not remem- 
“ber the atrocities of which they have 
“lent themselves to be the WILLING 
*“ AGENTS,—in Spain, in Portugal, in 
“ Switzerland, in the Tyrol. Even-handed 
“tustice commends the ingredients of their 
“poisoned chalice to their own lips. 
“ The South has felt their cruelty, and the 
“North avenges its sufferings. May the 
“nations of Europe at length open their 
“eyes to the true causes of that dreadful 
“visitation which they have so long en- 
“dured!. We are sorry to be under the 
“necessity of deferring till to-morrow, a 
“nervous. and manly address by the Rus- 
“sian Minister of the interior, which was 
“published at Moscow, on the 2th of Oc- 
“tober. It will be found to contain a most 
«Just exposition of the French character,— 
‘a most serious admonition to all who 
‘walk in the paths, or adopt the princi- 
_ Dles, or submit to be associated in the 
” practices ef such a people. Of the leader 
and author of their most flagrant crimes, 
a observes, that ** the measure of his 
As ‘* iniquity is full, The burning temples, 
and the reeking blood of the innacent, 
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‘6 6 has turned the long suffering of God 
66 66 into wrath;’’ but it asks, with great: 
** justice, ** have his slaves, and the slaves : 
*¢ 6 of their own passions, shown them- 
66 $6 selves less ferocious than their leader ?”" 
** No ! we regret to say they have not. We 
‘* regret to bear testimony to so general @ 
degradation of a people once celebrated 
for the suavity of their dispositions, anc 
the chivalrous gallantry of their senti- 
‘6 menis: but when we see the atrocities of 
‘© Moscow acted over again at Madrid, and. 
the contemptible Joseph imitating his 
‘ bloody’ Brother, in shooting Spaniste 
‘© Noblemen for their loyalty, we are al- 
most ready to join with the Russian Mi- 
nister, in exclaiming, ** # is impossible 

*¢ that moralily should exist in such @ 
© nation |” It is pretty well for this 
Russian minister to accuse Buonaparte ot 
** burning temples’’ and causing the *+ blood 
© af the innocent to reek from the earth ;’* 
itis pretty well for the Editor of the Times 
now to talk of the atrocities of Moscow, 
and impute them to the French, when, only 
three weeks ago, he asserted, that it was by 
order of the Czar that Moscow and 30,000 
wounded Russians had been burnt, and 
who also asserted, that the said Czar 
had a ‘* plain, full, and perfect right” 
to order such burning. One hardly can 
discover what this unprincipled writer 
is aiming at with regard to the burning 
of Moscow; but, this we nay conclude, 
that to mention * in the way of re- 
proach upon the French demands a store of 
impudence such as falls tothe tot of very 
few, even of the hirelings of our press. —— 
Rut, what 1 am ‘particularly desirous ef 
drawing the reader’s attention to, is, the 
general tone and jet of this paragraph, the 
writer of which manifestly has it in view 
to excite hatred aud abhorrence, not against 
Napoleon alone, nor against him and his 
army only, but against the French people, 
against the whole of the French nation, 
who are here denominated, ** the willing 
‘¢ agents of Napoleon, not less ferocious 
‘© than their leader; who are describect 
as in a state of ** general degradation ;”’ 
and of whom it is asserted, that“ itis 
‘© impossible that morality should exist in 
‘© such a nation.” Now, reader, you 
will please to observe, that this is quite a 
new tone; you will observe that this is a 
tone which has not been used stuce the 
battle of Marengo. While the delusive 
hope existed of subduing and ** clipptig 
the wings’’ of France, the press of hugs 
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atrocities of the French people; it talked 
of the necessity of punishing their immo- 
ralities; it imputed to them, in a mass, all 
sorts of crimes. After the battle of Ma- 
rengo, it directed all its hostility against 
Buonaparte ; and, I am sure that the reader 
will bear in mind, that this press, this base 
press, has, within these ten years, a thou- 
sand times spoken of the people of France, 
not as the ** WILLING AGENTS” of Na- 
poleon; but, on the contrary, as being held 
down, as being compelled to submit to his 
sway, by mere military force. Nay, only 
a few days have passed since this vile press 
assured this ** most thinking people,’’ that 
‘the French nation were ripe for revolt, 
and, indeed, that a revolt was actually or- 
ganized and about to take effect. How 
inany times have I had to notice the affect- 
‘ed pily of these hirelings for the ** oppressed 
** people’ of France? how often have we 
been told of the conscripts marching . in 
chains to the army? and, who can have 
forgotten the description of the French mo- 
ther, given in the canting speech of Mr. 
Canning ?——This was the tone only a 
few days ago; and why has it changed all 
of a sudden? The reason is this: these 
stupid hirelings now imagine, that the pre- 
‘sent order of things in France is upon the 
eve of being wholly oversel; they-anticipate 
the seeing of that country re-plunged into 
confusion ; they expect soon to see the day 
when, in consequence of the anticipated 
fall of Napoleon, England, in conjunction 
‘with other powers, will be able to do that 
to France which was intended to be done 
in 1792; and they are, therefore, by im- 


' puting to THE PEOPLE of Francea will- 


ing participation in the atrocities imputed 


to Buonaparte, preparing before-hand a 


justification for such measures towards the 
whole nation of which he is the head. 
This is the motive for their change of tone. 


This is their motive for now imputing to 
the whole of the French people a character 


and crimes which they have heretofore im- 
puted only to their chief; this is their mo- 
tive for now describing as the WILLING 
AGENTS of Napoleon, those whom here- 


tofore they have affected to pity as suffering 


under his ‘* military despolism ;’’ this. is 
their motive for holding up France asa na- 
tion generally degraded, and amongst whom 
it is impossible for morality to exist ; this is 
their motive for thus holding up the very 
same nation, whom, but a few days ago, 
they represented as boiling over with vir- 
tuous rage against the atrocities and tyran- 
ny of Buonaparté. This change of tone 
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holds forth a pretty good lesson to the peo. 


ple of France. It tells them, in no very 
equivocal language, what they have to ex- 
pect if their present ruler should fall ; it 
tells them, that those who affect to pity 
them, do, at bottom, Aate them, and only 
wait for an opportunity to do them all the 
mischief that lies in their power ; it tells 


‘* MAGISTRATE,” 


the French nation ; it tells them, that they 
Wish to see that nation, that whole people, 
humbled and subdued, blotted out from 
amongst the nations as destitute of all mo- 


mercy.—This is what this sudden change 


course, it tells them, that their fate, that 
their very existence as a nation, are (in 


linked with the fate of Buonaparté ; aye;| 
with the fate of that same Buonaparte, 
whom these writers have heretofore been 
constantly representing as the oppressor, 
the tyrant, the scourge, of the people ol 
France. So much for the sound judg- 
ment of these writers, as far as it tends (0 
produce impression in the minds of the 
people of France; and let us now see what 





tone ought to afford us,-—Reader, in what: 


have you not heard these same writers 45~ 
sert Buonaparté to be a tyrant 2? In what 
day have you not heard his government d¢~ 
scribed as a military despotism ? In what 
day have you not heard it asserted, that hé 
had filled the country with spies and Bas~ 
tiles ? In what day have you not heard ¢ 
asserted and taken for granted, that the 
people of France were, from one end of thé 
country to the eather, animated with halré 
against hin? In what day have you 
read, that his army was recruited by ‘! 
forcible seizure of persons dragged to 1 ! 
chains ? In what dayhave you uot heard # 
this asserted, not only in paragraphs, ™ 
in speeches and addresses from various 4" 





them, that all the piteous cry that our hire- | 
lings have set up about the oppressions in | 
France, about the fyranny of Buonaparté, | 
and about the forcing away of their sons in | 
chains to fight Ais battles and to gratify his | 
ambition ; it tells them, that all this has © 
proceeded from the basest hypocrisy, from” 
a desire to divide them from their **CHIEF — 
as Lord Elienbo- | 
rough, upon the trial of Mr. Peltier, very | 
properly called him; it tells them, that 
these hireling writers hate them as much as | 
they do Aim, that their hatred, their im- — 
placable animosity, is towards the whole of | 


rality, and of all claim to confidence or 


of tone tells the French people; and, of) 


the opinion of these writers) indissolubly’ 











is the lesson which this their change 


day of your life, during the last ten year’s 
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ters? Well, then, observe, and I be- 
seech you to bear in mind, that it is now 
3s positively asserted, that the armies and 
the people of France are the WILLING 
AGENTS of Buonaparte; and are exhibit- 
ed as fully participating in all the hateful 
qualities, and in all the crimes, that have 
been, and ‘are, imputed to him.——Bear 
these things in mind, and you will not be 
again exposed to the mischievous delusion 
which has so long prevailed. Before 
this sheet issues from the press, the fate of 
Buonaparte will, in all probability, be 
known; but, I beg the reader to guard 
himself betimes against the error of regard- 
ing even the death of Buonaparte as decisive 
of the fate of the people of France; for he 
may be assured, that the people of France 
are just what they were before Buonaparté 
appeared at their head, and that our coun- 
try will stand in need of all the wisdom and 
all the valour it can muster, to defend itself 
against those, who (as our writers now 
confess) are animated with his spirit. 











Grant To Lord WELLINGTON. On 
Monday, the 7th instant, the House of 
Commons voted the sum of one hundred 
thousand pounds tothe Marquis of Welling- 
ton on account of his recent services in the 
Peninsula.~——I am‘one of those who dis- 
approve of this grant. Not as to the amount; 
for I disapprove of it altogether. 1 would 
have voted against any sum being voted 
him on that account. My reasons for 
this may be gathered from two previous 
articles that I have written upon the sub- 








ject; but, I shall here state some of those. 


reasons over again in the remarks that I am 
about to offer upon the debate (as published 
in the ‘news-papers), which took place 
upon the voting of tlie grant. Sir 
Francis Burpett, who objected to the 
grant till time had been allowed to inquire 
into the cause of the retreat which had 
succeeded the victories of Lord Welling- 
ton, took a view of the whole of the cam- 
paigm, and insisted, that, as in other cases, 
ajudgment ought to be formed upon it as 
«@ whole, and that, as a whole, it pre- 
sented us with the spectacle of a complete 
Jailure. Several persons spoke after the 
Honourable Baronet, and all in favour of 
the grant; but no one answered, or attempied 
to answer, his argument. When a re- 
ward was proposed for services, the first 
question naturally was, whether, since the 
last reward had been bestowed, any service 
had been performed by the person pro- 
pesed to be rewarded. Then the object 
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of inquiry was, whether Lord Welling- 
ton’s last campaign had, or had not, bet- 
tered the situation of England in the Pe- 
ninsula; and, if it was found that it had 
not, if the last intelligence left him at his 
old ground; if he had been compelled to 
retreat to the spot whence he started at 
the commencement of the campaign; if the 
enemy had retaken all that he had acquired 
by his advance into Spain; if this was the 
case, the conclusion in my mind would 
have been, that, upon the whole, he had, 
by his deeds during the campaign, ren- 
dered his country no service at all, and, 
of course, merited, on that score, not a 
farthing of the public money. The bat- 
tle of Salamanca was glorious to the arms 
of England. I was amongst the loudest in 
praises of the General upon that occasion ; 
but, in estimating that General’s services 
to his country, I must take into view the 
consequences of that battle as well as the 
battle itself; and, if LE find, that those 
consequences have not been beneficial ; if I 
find that they have led to retreat and to 
great loss of lives ; if L find that they have 
been injurious to the cause of the country ; 
if { find that the advance and the retreat 
both taken together;: if I find, that the 
campaign, asa whole, may be fairly consi- 
dered as leaving the cause in a worse state 
than it was before, upon what ground am I 
to concur ,in a grant for services rendered 
by the man who has had the absolute com- 
mand in that campaign?——Mr. Whil- 
bread, who seems, upon this occasion, to 
have been very eager to stand in the front 
rank of the eulogists. of Lord Wellington, 





‘observed, that as much glory was to be 


acquired by. retreats as by advances, and 
he quoted some instances of French Gene- 
rals having gained great fame in this way. 
He did not quote any instances where re- 
treats had gained for French Generals 
either money or lilles.. No: he did not 
quote any instances of this sort; and yet, 
he should have done this to make his cases 
applicable to the question before him. 
Besides, it is not the mere manner of con- 
ducting the retreat that we are talking of 
here: it is of the mecessily of retreating ; 
nor do we dlame Lord Wellington for that 
necessity; we do not say that it was pos- 
sible for him to foresee that such a neces - 
sity would arise; we are ready to give him 
credit ‘for as much foresight as any man 
can be expected te possess; we Cast no 
blame; all we say is, that, upon the 
whole, he has failed in this campaign, 
and, that, therefore, he ought not to be 
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: Russia spoken of as a proof of every thing 


rewarded.——When Mr. Wuatrsrean 
{who really appears to have been qualified 
for Secretary of War) was comparing the 
merits of Lord Wellington's retreat with 
that olf Massena, he seems to have forgotten 
the /englh of time which elapsed between 
the advance and the retreat of Massena: 
he seems to have forgotten how long the 
French General kept our army hemmed up 
within its lines at Lisben, what enormous 
expenses he put us to for the support of 
that army, and what relief he obtained 
thereby to the French armies in Spain. 
Massena retired to the spot from which he 
had started; but he was there ready to 
give battle; he did give batile; and, i 

fact, the whole of his campaign was a very 
glorious one. Yet, he got no money and 
no title. He got no thenks even. Buona- | 
parté is poor. The French nation are 
either without means: or. they have not 
such liberal rulers as we have. It hap- 
pens rather importunely for the advocates | 
of this grant, that, at the very same time, 
they are representing the retreat of Buo- 
naparte as a proof complete of his failure. 
Yet, he began his campaign in » Poland ; 
he has {as far as we know) retreated over | 
only a part of his ground; if he reaches 
Poland, he will then have cut off a limb of | 
the Russian Empire equal in population to_ 
one half of Spain; he will have cone this 
during his campaign; and yet have the 
hired writers the impudence to represent | 
his retreat as proof of failure and as a 








‘mark of indelible disgrace, while they re- | 


present the retreat of Lord W ellington as | 
entitled to praise and reward. They tell | 
us, they tell this thinking, this ** most | 
thinking people,” that the retreat of Na- | 
poleon is a proof of failure; that it is a | 
mark of disgrace ; that it must tarnish his 
fame; that it must for ever rob him of the 
confidence of his soldiers; and, at the 
same moment, in the same news-paper, 
and in the very same column, they’ have 
the impudence to tell us, that the retreat- 
ing of Lord Wellington, so far from di- 
minishing his merit, constitutes a great 
augmentation of that merit; that it is a 
proof of his skill, his prudence, his ta- 
lents as a general, and must give fresh 
confidence to his troops as well as to our 
allies the Spaniards. Curious indeed 

the scene before us. On Monday, all the 
day of Monday, you heard iu the city, on 
the Change, in the streets, in the shops, 
in every hole and corner, you heard the 
retreat of Napoleon from the Capital of 
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adverse to his reputation and his cause . 
and, in the evening of the same day, yoy 
heard the House of Commons vote lands 
to the amount of 100,000]. to Lord Wel. 
lington, who had just retreated from the 
Capital of Spain. Observe, too, that Na- 
poleon’s retreat was occasioned by an event 
of the most tremendous nature; an event 
which no being with a human heart in his 
bosom could have anticipated; an event no 
more to be guarded against than an earth. 
quake or a storm at sea. There was no such 
eventoccurred at Madrid. The French, though 


we say they are abhorred by the people af . 


Madrid, did not set fire to that city and de- 
stroy i!s inhabitants rather than suffer them 
to afford shelter to the English. The 
French did not act thus even by enemies; 

King Joseph did net thus sacrifice people, 
who, as we are told, detesthim. Therefore, 
Lord Wellington had not to meet such an 
event as it fell tothe lot of Napoleon to face, 
Madrid was found what it must have been 
expected to be. Yet, we praise Lord Wel- 
Jington for his campaign; we extol him to 
the skies; we reward him with titles and 


estates; and all this we do at the very mo- 


ment that we are affecting totreat even with 


ridicule the campaign of the Emperor of 


France.—Again: We are told, that the 
people of Spain are devotedly our friends. 


Lord Wellington had, then, a friendly coun- | 


try to advance into; every door was open 
to him whether advancing or retreating; 
all the resources of the country the people 
were ready to lavish on him; they, we 
were told, were in ecstasies of joy at being 
delivered from the French; every arm, we 
were told, was lifted for the assistance of 
the English army. Just the reverse of all 
this was said to exist in the case of the Em- 
peror of France; and yet, oh! ‘ most think- 
| ing people’ 
contempluously of his campaign, while we 

heap rewards upon Ld. Wellington for-his : 

—The campaign, and, indeed, the lile, of 
the Emperor of France, may, by this time, 


possibly be closed; but, speaking of that — 
campaign as far as we have any information — 


regarding it, it leaves a quarter part, and 
the best.quarter, of the Russian Empire, 12 

the hands of Napoleon. — Not so; 
thing like this the campaign of Ld. Wel- 


lington, which leaves in our hands (as [at | 


as our intelligence goes) not one inch of 
territory that we did not before possess ; 
yet, we give rewards to the latter, whwe 
we affect to believe, that the campaign o 
the former will, at the least, wholly depriv¢ 
him of his military reputation, if not of his 


as we are, we affect to speak | 


not any © 
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crown and his life !—Verily, we are a 
‘© most thinking people !’-—Mr. Wuirt- 
BREAD, said, in concurrence with Lord 
Castlereagh, that Lord Wellington had 
heaten Massena, Soult, Ney, Victor, and 
Marmont. Ido not recollect the instances 
in which he beat any one but the laiter.— 
That, however, would be sufficient to satisfy 
me, if he had held his ground ; but I can- 
not, and I never will, consider that as a 
wclory, whichis almost immediately follow- 
ed hy a re¢reat.— With regard to the siege 
of Burgos, it was, according to Mr. Whit- 
bread, unsuccessful, not because the attack 
was injudicious, but because the defence was 
so good! Why, this is a most comprehen- 
sive justification for a failure, for it will 
apply to battles in the field full as well as 
to sieges of fortresses. When a general is 
beaten at any future time, we have only to 
say, that it was not owing to his not plan- 
ning and fighting well, but to the good 
planning and fighting of the enemy; and 
thus are we at all times, and under all cir- 


cumstances, secure from even the chance of 


disgrace —It was said, upon this occasion, 
by Lord Castlereagh, that Lerd Welling- 
ton’s career had been ** one continued 
** series of victories, unchequered with any 
*¢ reverses, except retreals, which were as 
‘* honourable to him as the proudest vic- 
** tories.’’—This sweeping assertion invites 
us to a general view of our affairs in the 
Peninsula, where Lord Wellington ‘has had 
the Chief command for four years, and yet, 
where there is even now scarcely a single 
British Seldier beyond the confines of Por- 
tugal. If we have spent four years in gain- 
ing victories, and in retreats as glorious as 
Victories, and if we have, with all this, made 
so little progress, how long is it to be before 
we shall see an end to this Peninsular war ? 
If four years of victories, which have cost 
us about 70 or 80 millions of money, set our 
army only on the confines of Spain, what is 
to be the time and what the money required 
for the obtaining of ultimate success ?— 
And, what a prospect does this assertion of 
the minister hold out to this ** most think- 
ing people?” Lord CastTLencacu said, that 
Lord Wellington bad had money voted him 
by the Spanish Government, and that he had 
refused toaccept of it, arefusal which he very 
much applauded. I do not see any reason 
for this applause, especially as he has not 
refused the title of Duke conferred ou him 
by the Spaniards. If we are fighting the 
battles of Spain and Portugal, why should 
they be excused from contributing towards 
these grants and rewards? However, I do 





not blame the taste of Lord Wellington; 
fer, I would really sooner have the property 
of the Manor of that name, than the chance 
of all the land ef Spain which the French 
will leave to any sovereignty but their own. 
I may be deceived; but it still continues to 
be my frm conviction, that, unless we 
adopt, and that very speedily, an entirely 
new principle whereon to carry on the war 
in the Peninsula, we shall never rescue it 
from the grasp of Frauce.—Mr. CANNING 
made, in this debate, an observation, with 
the noticing of which, I shall conclude 
an article, which, perhaps, has too long 
detained the reader. - He said, ** With- 
‘* out going over the details of Lord Wel- 
‘¢ lington’s services, he would call upon 
‘¢ the House to recollect how different 
‘¢ were the feelings of the country, both as 
‘¢ to its safety and military prowess, be- 
‘¢ fore the Noble Lord had commenced his 
‘© career on the Peninsula. He was still 
‘© young, and we might fairly hope for 
‘© many future glories and advantages in 
‘6 the course of it. Before Lord Welling- 
‘¢ ten’s career begun, the country never en- 
‘6 tertained the hope of driving the French 
‘© beyond the Tagus, or the Douro. It was 
‘* not the Tagus, bul the Thames that we 
© then thought of defending. To fortify our 
‘* coasts, and flooding the country, we then 
** looked as military measures to ensure 
‘¢ our safety. How different is the pros- 
‘© pectnow !’? Why, Mr. Canning, the 
prospect, to short-sighted people, is, in- 
deed, widely different; but, to those who 
sce a little beyond the present moment, 
it is not so materially changed even 
in a military point of view, though you 
will please to observe, that this de- 
scription of persons never thought of de- 
fending England by flooding or by forlifi- 
cations, or by barracks. ‘Those who re- 
flect a little, see that we have exhausted 
ourselves by keeping only a part of the ar- 
mies of France at bay; they see, that, ina 
vain attempt to force commerce, we have 
got into a war with America, which has 
ruined no small part of our manufacturers, 
planters, and ship-owners; they see, that, 
forthe present, the maritime efforts of Na- 
poleon are suspended, but that they may, 
and, in all probability, will be resumed, 
unless he himself be overthrown; they see, 
that, in four years, we haye gained very 
little ground in the Peninsula; they see, 
that, if he should, aye, if he should, linally 
succeed in the North, our prospect will be 
infinitely more gloomy than ever; aud, in 
short, they see, that we are ina state which 








251} 


presents very little of hope, and a great 
deal to fear. In my view of the matter, no- 
thing can be more unwise than to hold forth 
the notion, that the safety of England de- 
pends, in any degree, upon the result of 
the war in Spain and Portugal; for, if that 
were the case, what would be the feelin 

of the people here, in case of a total failure 
in that war? That that war would have 
been ended long ago, if Napoleon had 
not been bent upon his objects in the North, 
no one can, for a moment, doubt. One 
half of the French army which has march- 
ed against Russia, would have put an end 
to the Peninsular war a year ago; and, if 
that army, by any means, should return to 
the South of Europe, why is not the same 
effect still to follow? In answer to this, I 
shall, perhaps, be told, that the French 
army in the North is fotally destroyed; 
that it is annihilated: and just so were we 
told, only three months, three short months 
ago, with regard to the French armies in 
Spain. We were told, that they were 
totally broken up; that their scattered re- 
mains were collecting in order to escape, if 
possible, to France. The public will hardly 
have forgotten this; and yet, we now find, 
that, so far from those armies having been 
annihilated, they have rallied in sufficient 
force to make those who were said to have 
annihilated them resign all their conquests, 
and retreat over the ground on which they 
had advanced. With these facts before 
our eyes, can we so readily believe in every 
story we hear of the annihilation of French 
armies ? Can we be persuaded to believe, 
that it is quite certain that final success 
must attend us in the Peninsula? I say final 
success ; because, it is by the end, that I, 
for my part, am resolved to judge. It is 
useless for Lord Castlereagh to tell us about 
his four yeurs of victories, if we, in the 
end, are compelled to suffer the French to 
remain master of Spain and Portugal, or 
even of Spain. If we fail in the end, the 
failure will be greater and more mischiev- 
ous than if we had failed at the beginning ; 
and the reason of this is as plain as it would 
be in the case of a gamester, who should 
persevere till he had lost a hundred bets 
instead of leaving off with his first loss. If 
we should fail in the end, there will be 
all the dangers to us from without which 
the possession of the Peninsula by the 
French presents, and, in addition to them, 
all the dangers and miseries which the ex- 
penses of that war will have created within. 
If we should finally fail in that war, what 
an account will there then be to settle with 
those who have promoted it and urged its 
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|extension? They never seem to think of 
this; they appear to look upon failure as 
impossible. They, in fact, do not appear 
to reflect at all, but to be hurried on by a 
sort of senseless dread of Napoleon, with- 
out any regard’to what may probably hap- 
pen even before the end ofa year. To me 
it has long appeared plain, that the war in 
the Peninsula was, upon our principle, an 
unwise measure, and every day serves to 
strengthen this opinion, which I distinctly 
state; because, if I am-wrong in my opi- 
nions, I by no means wish to disguise the 
fact from the public. As to the military 
merits of Lord Wellington, those who have 
served with him say they are great. Ido 
not dispute the fact. I take it for granted. 
All I say is, that he appears to me not to 
have been successful in this campaign, and, 
therefore, I would have voted against the 
grant, Wm. COBBETT,. 
London, 11th Dec. 1812. 


N.B. The Meeting at Winchester, which I 
had appointed to be held on the first Saturday in 
December, was, by myself and the Gentlemen 
who communicated with me on the sulyect, agreed to 
be postponed till the Meeting to petition for Peace 
should take place. I am sorry to find, that other 
Gentlemen, who did not communicate with me, 
were, for want of notification, disappointed at 
not finding me at Winchester on Saturday last. 
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Lonpon GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY. 
(Gontinued from page 725.) 


whole army approached our positions on the 
Tormes, and they attacked the troops in 
Alba with 20 pieces of cannon and a consi- 
derable body of infantry. They made no 
impression on them, however, and with- 
drew the cannon and the greater part of the 
troops on that night; and this attack was 
never renewed. I enclose Lieut. Gen. 
Hamilton’s report to Sir R.. Hill of the 
transactions at Alba, which were highly 
creditable to the troops employed. From 
the 10th till the 14th the time was passed 
in various reconnoissances, as well of the 
fords of the Tormes as of the position 
which the troops under my command occu- 
pied on the right of that river, in front of 
Salamanca; and on the 14th the enemy 
crossed that river in force, at three fords 
near Lucinas, about two leagues above Alba. 
I immediately broke up from St. 








Christoval, and ordered the troops to move 
towards Arapiles; and, as soon as I had 
ascertained the direction of the enemy’s 
march from the fords, I moved with the 





2d division of infantry, and all the cavalry 
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I could collect, to attack i 
Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, with the 4th, an 

Lieut. Gen. Hamilton’s divisions, in front 
of Alba, to protect this movement, and the 
3d division in reserve on the Arapiles, to 





secure the possession of that position. 
The enemy, however, were already too nu- 
merous, and too strongly posted at Mozar- 
bes, to be attacked ; and I confined myself 
to a cannonade of their cavalry, under co- 
ver of which I reconnoitred their position. 
In the evening I withdrew all the 
troops from the neighbourhood of Alba to 
the Arapiles, leaving a small Spanish gar- 
rison in the castle, and having destroyed 
the bridge. In the course of the night and 
following morning I moved the greatest 
part of the troops through Salamanca ; and 
placed Lieut. Gen. Sir E. Paget with the 
Ist division of infantry on the right, at 
Aldea Tejada, in order to secure that pas- 








Sir Edw. Paget, who was taken prisoner 
on the 17th. He commanded the centre 
column; and the fall of rain having greatly 
injured the roads and swelled the rivulets, 
there was an interval between the 5th and 
7th divisions of infantry. Sir Edward 
rode to the rear alone, to discover the cause 
of this interval, and, as the road passed 
through a wood, either a detachment of the 
enemy’s cavalry had got upon the road, or 
he missed the road and fell into their hands 
in the wood. I understand that Sir Ed- 
ward was not wounded, but I cannot suffi- 
ciently regret the loss of his assistance at 
this moment. In my dispatch of the 7th 
inst. I communicated to your Lordship my 
opinion of the strength of the enemy, as 
far as I could judge of it from the reports I 
had received, and from what 1 had seen, 
I have since learnt that Gen. Caffarelli, 
with the army of the North, certainly re- 





sage for the troops over the Zunguen, in | mained joined with the army of Portugal. 
case the movements of the enemy on our | Joseph Buonaparte left Madrid on the 4th 
right flank should render it necessary for | inst. and arrived at Penaranda on the 8th, 


me to make choice either of giving up my 
communication with Cuidad Rodrigo or Sa- 
Jamanca. On the 15th, in the morning, 
I found the enemy fortifying their position 
at Mozarbes, which they had taken up the 
night before; at the same time that they 
were moving bodies of cavalry and infantry 
towards their own left, and to our commu- 
nications with Cuidad Rodrigo. It was 
obvious that it was the enemy’s intention 
to act upon our communications: and as 
they were too strong, and too strongly post- 
ed, for me to think of attacking them, I de- 
termined to move upon Cuidad Rodrigo. 
I therefore put the army in march in three 
columns, and crossed the Zunguen, and 
then passed the enemy’s left flank, and en- 
camped that night on the Vamusa. We 
continued our march successively on the 
16th, 17th, 18th, and this day, when part 
of the army crossed the Agueda, and the 
whole wil! cross that river to-morrow. 
The enemy followed our movement on the 
16th witha large body, probably the whole 
of the cavalry, and a considerable body of 
infantry, but they did not attempt to press 
upon our rear.- They took advantage of 
the ground to cannonade our rear guard, 
consisting of the light division, under Major 
Gen. C. Alten, on the 17th, on its passage 
of the Huebra at San Munoz, and occasion- 
ed some loss. The troops have suffered 
considerably from the severity of the wea- 
ther, which, since the 15th, has been worse 
than I have ever known it at this season of 
the year. Iam sorry to add, that we 
have had the misfortune to lose Lieut. Gen. 


























leaving at Madrid the Civil Authorities of 
his Government, and a small garrison. 
These Authorities and troops evacuated 
Madrid on the 7th, and marched for Cas- 
tile; and Col. Don Juan Palarea, the Me- 
dico, took possession of that city. Your 
Lordship will have seen General Ballaste- 
ros’s Letter of the 24th of October, to the 
Regency, from which you will observe, 
that he had disobeyed the orders of the Go- 
vernment, given to him at my suggestion, 
to march his troops into La Mancha, and 
hang upon the enemy’s left flank, because 
the Regency and Cortes had offered me the 
chief command of the Spanish armies. 
The whole of the enemy’s disposable force 
in Spain was, therefore, upon the Tormes 
in the middle of this month; and they 
were certainly not less than 80,000 men, 
but more probably 90,000; ofthese 10,000 
were cavalry; and as the army of Portugal 
alone had 100 pieces of cannon, it is pro-~ 
bable that they had not less in all the ar- 
mies than 200 pieces. 








(Enclosure, No. 1.) 


Alba de Formes, Nov. 11. 

Sir,—I have the honour to report the 
steps I have taken to carry into effect your 
instructions for the defence of this place, 
which, I am happy to say, have obliged the 
enemy to withdraw the greatest part of the 
force opposed to us; and I feel almost con- 
fident we shall be able to retain our position 
as long as you may deem expedient. ———I 
yesterday garrisoned and provisioned the 
castle, and, by the exertions of Capt. Gold- 
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finch, of the engineers, it is put into as good 
a state as circumstances will admit} he is 
continuing strengthening it. Capt. Gold- 
finch has been of great assistance to me, 
J lave appropriated to each regiment 
a district of this town, and the command- 
ing officer has barricaded the streets and 
buildings in a very judicious manner. Bri- 
gadiers Da Costa and Campbell’s brigades 
are in our position on the left bank of the 
Tormes. Brig. Campbell reports his hav- 
ing caused the enemy some loss, in their at- 
tempt to pass a ford near his position. 
Lieut. Col. Tulloh has made so good an ar- 
rangement of his two brigades of guns, 
that, united with the position of the two 
brigades of infantry on the left bank of the 
Tormes, I consider my flanks secure. 
Early yesterday morning Major-Gen. Long, 
commanding the cavalry in front, reported 
that the enemy were advancing in great 
force; I was, therefore, induced to retire 
the cavalry. About 10 o’clock the ene- 
my appeared on the heights in considerable 
force of cavalry and a few infantry, cover- 
mig, as I conceived, a reconnoissance of se- 
veral officers of rank. About two o’clock 
the enemy’s force was increased to 15 squa- 
drons, and 6,000 infantry, and 20 guns, 
including six 6-inch howitzers, which im- 
mediately commenced firing, and continued 
untilit was dark. Theenemy’s light troops 
advanced close to the walls we had hastily 
thrown up; but from the cool and steady 
conduct of the 51st regiment, Col. Stewart ; 
Vist regiment, the Hon. Col. Cadogan; 
the 92d, Col. Cameron, Gen. Howard’s 
brigade, the enemy dare not attempt the 
town. About eight o’clock in the even- 
ing, 1 was repeatedly informed that the 
enemy’s infantry was considerably increas- 
ing, which induced me to order three bat- 
talions of Brigadier Da Costa’s brigade 
into town, leaving his ether battalion for 
the protection of the fords. The enemy, 
during the night, withdrew their artillery, 
and | have left a small force of cavalry and 
infantry, who keep upa smart fire. Ihave 
to regret the loss of a considerable number 
of men, but which [ trust you will not 
deem great, when you consider the heavy 
and incessant fire of artillery for so many 
hours. The loss “of the Portuguese was 
while on duty this morning, and I have 
real pleasure in reporting their steady and 
animated conduct. I feel much indebted 
to Major-Gen. Howard, who rendered me 
every possible assistance, as also to every 
officer and soldier of his excellent brigade, 
for their steady, zealous, and soldier-like 


























conduct. To Capt. Pinto Savedra, my 
Assistant-Adjutant-General ; to Capt. Wat- 
son, Light Dragoons, Assistant-Quarter- 
Master-General; and to Capt. Bunbury, my 
Aid-de-Gamp, I consider myself obliged, 
for their prompt execution of my orders, 
I enclose a return of the killed and 
wounded, and trust we shall not have many 
more casualties. I have the honour, &c, 


(Signed) Joun HaAmi ton, Lieut. Gen. 
Lieut. Gen. Sir Rowland Hill. 








Return of killed and wounded of the Army under 
the command of the Marquis of Wellington, 
K.B. in an affair at Alba de Tormes, on the 
10th and 11th November. 


Total British loss.—15 rank and file killed ; 1 
Lieutenant, 3 serjeants, 52 rank and file wound- 
ed. 

‘Total Portuguese loss.—8 rank and file killed ; 
1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 33 rank and 
file wounded. 

Grand total.—21 rank and file killed; 1 cap- 
tain, 2 lieutenants, 4 serjeants, 85 rank and file 
wounded. 

Names of the Officers wounded.  British— 
92d 'Foot, Lieutenant A. Hill, severely. | 

Portuguese.—-2d Regiment of the Line, Capt 
Rezinde, slightly. Lieut. Pinte, dangerously. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing in the 
movements of the army under the command 
of his Excellency General the Marquis of Wel- 
lington, K. B. from the 22d to the 29th of Oc- 
tober, 1812, mclusive. 

Total Portuguese loss.—4 serjeants, 2 drum- 
mers, 52 rank and file killed; 1 Major, 2 Cap- 
tains, 3 Lieutenants, 4 Ensigns, 1 Staff, 9 ser- 


jeants, 1 drummer, 125 rank and file wounded ; 


2 serjeants, 1 drummer, 14 rank and file, missing. 

Total British loss.—2 Captains, 2 Lieutenants, 
10 serjeants, 75 rank and file, 74 horses, killed ; 
3 Lieut.-Colonels, 1 Major, 4 Captains, 20 Lieu- 
tenants, 6 Ensigns, 26 serjeants, 2 drummers, 514 
rank and file, 65 horses, wounded ; 1 Lieut.-Co- 
lonel, 1 Major, 2 Captains, 2 Lieutenants, ¢ En- 
signs, 10 serjeants, 1 drummer, 207 rank and file, 
59 horses, missing. 

General total of British and Portuguese loss. 
—2 Captains, 2 Lieutenants, 14 serjeants, 2 
drummers, 107 rank and file, 74 horses, killed ; 
3 Lieut.-Colonels, 2 Majors, 6 Captains, 23 Lieu- 
tenants, 10 Ensigns, 1 Staff, 35 serjeants, 3 drum- 
mers, 439 rank and file, 65 horses, wounded; 1 
Lieut.-Colonel, 1 Major, 2 Captains, 2 Lieute- 
nants, 2 Ensigns, 12 serjeants, 2 drummers, 221 
rank and file, 59 horses, missing. 

KILLED, 25th Oct.—Capt. Todd, 38th Foot, 
ist Bat.; Lieut. Lennon, 44th Foot, 2d Bat. ; 
Capt. Sternfeldt, and Lieut. Hartwig, of the 
Brunswick Light Infantry. 

WounDED, 23d Oct.—Lieuts, Lye and Knipe, 
11th Light Dragoons ; Lieut. Taylor, 12th ditto ; 
Capt. Murray, Lieut. Lockhart (since dead), 16th 
ditto ; Major Meydell and Lieuts. Deeken and 
Phibbs, 1st Dragoons, K.G.L.; Lieut. Hugo 
and Cornet De Massau, 2d ditto. 

Oct. 25th. Lieut. Johnstone, Artillery. Lieut. 
Col. Piper, 4th Foot, ist Batt. slightly; Lieut. 
Edgell, ditto, severely. Lieuts. Ackland, Tay- 
lor, Hon. W. Curzons, Ford, 9th Foot, ist Batt. 
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severely ; and Ross Lewin, slightly, Capt. Hit- 
chins, Lieuts. Andrews, slightly, and Lumley, 
SOth Foot, 2d Batt. severely; Lieut. Brisac, En- 
signs Beere and Tincombe, ditto, slightly; Mad- 
son atte, severely. Lieut.-Col. Harding, 44th 
‘oot, 2d Batt. slightly; Lieut. Elwis, ditto, dav- 
gerously ; Ensign Smith, ditto, severely. Capt. 
Nassau, Brunswick Oels; Ensign Joze de Mo- 
neado, 3d Portuguese Regiment of the Line; 
Major Hill, slightly; Capt. Western, severely ; 
Capt. Manoel Castin, slightly; Lieuts. Antonio 
Carlos and Joao Baptist, severely; Lt. Domingo 
Fontenha, slightly; Ensigns Joao dos Santos, 
Joao Sebastiano, and Ridrigo Navarre, and Ad- 
jutant Leech, severely ; 8th Cacadores. 

27th October.— Lieut--Col. Rope, Royal Ar- 
tillery, severely, not dangerously. 

28th October.—Lieut. Hickie, 5ist Foot, se- 
verely, arm amputated. 

MissinG.—Lient.-Col. Pelly, and Lieut. Ba- 
ker, 16th Light Dragoons. Major Fischer, ist 
Dragoons, K.G. L, Captain Lenthe, Cornet 
Droege, and Cornet Schaeffer, 2d Dragvons, 


. 95th October.—Lieut. Whitley, 9th Foot, ist 
Batt.; and Brevet Major Evans, 38th Foot, ist 


Batt. 
S. A. GOODMAN, D.A. A. Gen. 





Lonpon GAzerTe ExTRAORDINARY,. 
Tuesday, Dec. 8. 





St. Petersburgh, Nov. 11, 1812, 

My Lord,—I have the honour to acquaint 
your Lordship, that Buonaparte has escaped 
from the Government of Moscow, and has 
followed the road to Smolensko by which 
he came. Generals Count Platow and 
Count Orloff Denizoff have been incessantly 
in his rear, and on both flanks of his line 
of march; the former attacked a position 
defended by infantry and cannon, which he 
carried, taking two colours, twenty-two 
pieces of artillery, and such prisoners as 
could be saved. Count Orloff Denizoff has 
likewise met with resistance which he has 
every where overpowered, and has taken 
many trophies and quantities of baggage, 
ammunition waggons, with prisoners, and 
some ordnance. From the quantities of 
ammunition blown up by the enemy, and 
from the state of the road, described to be 
covered with the bodies of dead men and 








horses, the retreat of the rear divisions of 


the French is stated to have every character 
of continued fight.——On the 3d of No- 
vember, General Millaradovitch, with the 
column under his command, reached the 
main road near Viasma, where he had a 
sharp engagement with the rear-guard, 
which is reported by the prisoners to have 
been composed of the divisions of Beauhar- 
nois, of Davoust, and Ney; sheir divisions 





in vain attempted to arrest his progress, 
and, after several brilliant charges by the 
Russian cavalry, were driven through the 
town of Viasma at the point of the bayonet, 
and pursued to Erenina by the light cavalry 
under General Platow: in this attack the 
infantry regiment of Pernoff, led by its Co- 
lonel, General Tchoglokoff, and by Major- 
General Parkivitch, formed the head of the 
column, and charged into the town with 
drums beating and colours flying.—-—The 
loss of the enemy in killed and wounded in 
this affair is stated to be at !east six thou- 
sand, with two thousand five hundred pri- 
soners, among which are General Peltier, 
of the artillery, and Colonel Morat, Aid- 
de-Camp to Marshal Davoust. In the 
course of the pursuit from Viasma, great 
numbers of the enemy were killed, one 
standard and three pieces of cannon were 
taken, and upwards of one thousand men 
made prisoners.——In the former part of 
the retreat, Ramuse, Secretary to the Duke 
of Bassano, was taken, with all the Chan- 
cery.—-_—Referring to the relations which 
have been regularly transmitted for more 
minute details of the several actions, I will 
briefly recapitulate the few great movements 
which have taken place since the arrival of 
the French at Moscow.——Marshal Kutu- 
sow continued in his position behind the 
river Pokhra till the 28th October, cover- 
ing the old road to Kalouga, the Toula and 
Rezan roads; but having made occasional 
movements on the same line, according as 
the enemy’s operations appeared to point to 
either flank. ——In the mean while the 
enemy, by his own 20th Bulletin, and by 
his conduct, seems to have been for some 
time uncertain of the position of the Rus- 
sian army. As soon as it was ascertained, 
a considerable portion of the army under 
Murat occupied the intermediate country 
between Moscow and the Pokhra. It 
was presumed that the French, having it in 
their power to bring forward their whole 
force to either flank of Murat’s position, 
would endeavour to manceuvre so as to in- 
duce Marshal Kutusow to retire behind the 
Oka, in order to procure a more extensive 
theatre of ground,. with the convenience of 
moving either on Kalouga or Smolensko ; to 
avoid which, and with a view to preserve a 
more certain conveyance for provisions and 
reinforcements from the south, and at the 
same time to hold the command of the Smo- 
lensko road, the Russian army began its 
march to occupy the position behind the 
river Nara, changing its front to the right, 
upon or parallel to the old Kalouga road. 
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This position, strong in itself, and 
strengthened by art, was not likely to be 
attacked in front; but it was of course 
foreseen, that if it were to be attacked, a 
previous disposition must be made by the 
enemy on the new Kalouga road, to turn 
the left and rear of this position, and the 
Marshal professed his readiness to meet the 
enemy upon that ground. The move- 
ment was completed on the 3d of October ; 
on the 4th of Oct. a smart affair of advanced 
guard took place with most decisive success 
on the side of the Russians, which was fol- 
lowed on the 5th of Oct. by the flag of truce 
sent by Buonaparte, with an overture to ob- 
tain an armistice, and to open a negociation, 
which was rejected. At this period se- 
veral considerable detachments were made 
to harass the enemy, which appear to have 
been conducted with equal skill and success: 
the most important of these was the one 
against Verrea, which place was taken by 
assault on the 14th of October.——On the 
16th of October, several regiments of Cos- 
sacks having arrived, it was proposed to 
attack Murat; the attack did not take place 
till the 18th of October.——The enemy 
after this affair, of which I had the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship a report in my 
dispatch, retreated behind the little river 
Moza.—-—Buonaparteé was not heard of out 
of Moscow or its vicinity till after this pe- 
riod. The only detachment of any im- 
portance made by the French in a northern 
direction, was the one stationed at Deme- 
trioff, which was recalled in great haste, as 
soon as the evacuation of Moscow was de- 
termined on. The Russians occupied the 
latter city on the 22d of October, with the 
loss of Lieutenant-General Winzingerode, 
most treacherously carried off,- with his 
Aid-de-Camp, Captain Narishkin, while 
advanced with a flag of truce to remonstrate 
against a protracted and unnecessary resist- 
ance on the part of the rear-guard. On 
the 24th of October, the French army was 
reconnoitred by an officer of Cossacks be- 
longing to the corps of Moscow, who saw 
four camps, one on the new Kalouga road 
neat Borofsk, and three.on the left bank of 
the Protya. In the night of the 24th of 
October, General Dorocoff was ordered to 
occupy Mala-Jaroslaff, a post-town on the 
new Kalouga road, between Borofsk and 
that place ; that General already found it 
occupied in force by a French detachment ; 
a very obstinate contest immediately took 

lace, in the course of which the troops en 
both sides were reinforeed, and the town 
was taken and retaken eleven times, The 




















Marshal, in the mean while, put his army 
in motion by the left, and arrived at Mala- 
Jaroslaff, establishing his head-quarters 
two wersts to the southward of that town, 
which was burned, and detaching a con- 
siderable corps under General Platow, to 
Medina, on his Jeft, where he took eleven 
pieces of cannon, and left the ground co- 
vered with dead.— The obstinacy of this 
contest for Mala-Jaroslaff, with other cir- 
cumstances, tended to confirm the Field- 
Marshal’s opinion, that the object of the 
enemy was to force a passage to the South- 
ern Provinces ; and although there were 
also strong grounds to believe that he was 
prepared to attempt a retreat upon Smo- 
lensko, and by Wilna to the Niemen, yet 
the Marshal deemed it necessary to direct 
his principal attention to the roads point- 
ing to the southward ; and, with a view to 
obtain more complete command of them, 
retired to a position within 40 wersts of 
Kalouga, near Gorki. Finding that the 
enemy were moving, by Verrea, on Mo- 
jaisk, he again advanced upon Medina, 
and having received intelligence that the 
French head-quarters were, on the 30th of 
October, at Coloki, a monastery not far 
from Borodino, he formed his disposition 
to attempt to intercept him near Smolensko. 
——Platow and the Cossacks having been 
detached for the purpose of harassing and 
surrounding the enemy, Marshal Kutusow 
reinforced General Millaradovitch’s corps 
to upwards of 18,000 men, and directing 
him to march by his left towards Viasma, 
the Marshal himself proceeded by Spaskoi 
and Celinka, in a parallel direction to that 
allotted to General Millaradovitch; the 
main road forming an arch, these parallel 
lines of march were shorter, but exposed 
to greater difficulties, the roads being less 
practicable. The head of General Mil- 
laradovitch’s column reached the main road 
first, near Viasma; the head-quarters of 
Marshal Kutosow were established at the 
village of Bikovoi, a little to the southward 
of Viasma. In regard to the French 
army, it appears by the papers of 2 Com- 
missary-General, who was made prisoner, 
that they victualled one hundred and twen- 
ty thousand men, but that their efficient 
force was reduced to eighty-five thousand, 
at the period of the evacuation of Moscow, 
and that Buonaparte had contracted with a 











‘company of Jews for a supply of provisions 


in the line of his retreat. His guards, aid 
some select corps, have been nursed with 
peculiar care, and kept as much as pos- 
sible out of action, and these corps appear 
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to have preceded the retreat of the remain- 
ing troops. It is reported that Buona- 
parte travels in a coach, accompanied by 
Murat, who has received a contusion in his 
knee, and Berthier. It is hardly to be 
conceived that this rear-guard at least can 
continue its march without halting, in 
which case, with the assistance of the light 
troops, the Russian army will be enabled 
to overtake them. They have before them 
the gallant and active Count Wittgenstein, 
whose character for zeai and enterprise is 
so well established ; and they have also, on 
the Minsk road, to encounter Admiral 
Tchichagoff, with the Moldavian Army, 
which, it is to be hoped, may have time 
and notice either to unite with Count Witt- 
genstein to wait for them on the above- 
named road, or to move to either flauk. 
Marshal Kutusow has sent out, among 
others, a considerable detachment, which 
was at Elnee, nearer to Smolensko, under 
Licutenant-General Shepetoff, on the Ist of 
November, and which may have the means 
of interposing delay. Thus the fruits of 
the incursions of the French to Moscow, at 
the expense of the lives of so many brave 
Officers and men, seem to have been li- 
mited to the burning and destruction of that 
city, and to the ruin and desolation of the 
inhabitants and proprietors near the great 
road, and in the vicinity of Moscow ; while, 
on the other hand, it will, to the latest 
period of history, reflect lustre on the spi- 
rit and patriotism of the Russian Empire. 
——The last accounts from Count Wittgen- 
stein are dated the 3d November, at 
Tchasnik, two stages east of Lepel. After 
the affair of Polotzk, that General detached 
a corps to observe Mac Donald, whilst he 
sent General Steinheil on the road to Vilna, 
who, after having cut off the Bavarian 
corps from that of St. Cyr, and entirely 
dispersed it, with the loss of cannon and 
colours, joined Count Wittgenstein, who 
proceeded to attack the remainder of the 
-French under the command of Legrand, 
Marshal St. Cyr having retired on account 
of his wound. This corps was reinforced 
by Marshal Victor at the head of fifteen 
thousand men, and, having taken post near 
Tchasnik, was there defeated on the 31st 
October by Count Wittgenstein, who con- 
sidering the enemy’s position a good one 
for himself, has continued to occupy it, 
detaching a corps to take possession of 
_ Witepst. Admiral Tchichagoff’s last 

















dispatches of the 22d of October, from 
Breslitow, report the success of a detach- 
ment under General Tchaplitz, who, on 
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the 20th of October, took the Polish Ge- 
neral Konotkoff with the whole of the 3d 
regiment of Hulans, of the French guard. 
Prince Schwartzenberg had crossed 
the Bog, without giving the Admiral an 
opportunity of bringing him to action, ——— 
Admiral Tchichagoff and Count Wittgen- 
stein had reciprocally sent detachments to 
ascertain each other’s position. Sir Ro- 
bert Wilson, with his usual activity, has 
been in every action, and has contrived to 
see every remarkable occurrence; his last 
dispatches are dated at Viasma, the 4th of 
November; his accounts tally with the 
Official Bulletins, which have been pub- 
lished here. Lord Tyrconnel has 
joined Admiral Tchichagoff, by whom 
he has been received with every pos- 
sible attention; his letters, of the 22d 
of October, have been received by Sir 
Robert Wilson, at Viasma, and by my- 
self. His Lordship speaks in high terms 
of the condition of all the corps of that 
army, which he had until then had the 
means of seeing. Having obtained the 
Emperor’s permission for Major-General 
Dornburg to serve as a volunteer in the 
army under General Count Wittgenstein, I 
have given to that General Officer instruc- 
tions similar to those of Sir Robert Wilson 
and Lord Tyrconnel, and I expect by.the 
next courier to have the pleasure of learn- 
ing his safe arrival at the head-quarters of 
that army.——TI have the honour to be, Xe. 
CATHCART. 














Nov. 12.—It having been found imprac- 
ticable to pass the Neva, the Messenger 
has been detained until this Morning, I 
have now the honour to enclose herein the 
report of the capture of Witepsk, by Gen. 
Count Wittgenstein, who has made pri- 
soners the Commanding Officer of the ene- 
my’s forces there, General Count Pouget, 
and the Governor of the town, Colonel 
Chavondes. 


BULLETIN. 
St. Petersburgh, Nov. 11; 1812. 
Witepsk is taken by Count de Wittgen- 
stein. The General Count Pouget, who 
commanded the troops, is made prisoner, 
as well as Colonel Chavondes, the Com- 
mandant of the Town. 


St. Petersburgh, Nove 15. _ 

My Lord,—lI avail myself of the. de- 
parture of a Spanish courier to acquaint 
your Lordship, that several Officers ar- 
rived here in the course of last night, dis~ 
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patched from the head-quarters of Marshal 
Kutusow, at Elnee, onthe 9th November. 
-——The Field-Marshal reports that the 
flight of the enemy continues with increased 
precipitation ; and that the pursuit, by the 
several corps of the Russian army, has been 
constant, vigorous, and successful ; a part 
only of the relation of the affairs which 
haye taken place has, as yet been publish- 
ed; the remainder is in the press : the fol- 
lowing are the most important particulars. 
On the 5th November General Mil- 
laradovitch reached a village forty verts 
from Viasma, on the road to Smolensko, 
in pursuit of the enemy. General Platow 
marched to the right of the road, to endea- 
vour to reach the head of the column, 
while the main army moved on‘the left of 
it, under’ the Field-Marshal, towards 
Elnee. Sir Robert Wilson describes the 
march on the main road as one which ex- 
hibited scenes of destruction without ex- 
ample in modern war, from the number 
of dead and dying men and carcasses of 
horses, many of them cut up for food ; 
peasants’ houses evéry where on fire, am- 
munition carriages blowing up, and quan- 
tities of wreck of every description, It 
may be observed that the frost is set in, 
and is stated to have been from 10 to 15 
degrees.* The effect of famine, fatigue, 
_and cold upon a flying army, through a 
country full of exasperated peasants, may 
be easily understood.——TIn ‘the course of 
this march the Cossacks took standards from 
the Hulans of the Imperial guard, who are 
Jeft behind with the army now retreating, 
and the enemy also abandoned a howitzer. 
——dQOn the morning of the 7th November, 
General Millaradovitch entered Dorogo- 
bugsh. The enemy attempted some re- 
sistance, but was driven from his advant- 
ageous position by the Russian chasseurs, 
‘with the loss of $00 men taken prisoners, 
exclusive of the sick and wounded. In this 
attack, and on the preceding day, one how- 
itzer and three guns were taken, and up- 
wards of 140 ammunition waggons. The 
number killed at this place must have been 
very great, but I have not yet heard it 
estimated. Two Russian officers of note 
were retaken on this occasion. The enemy 
are described to be ina state of much in- 
subordination, and it was understood that 
their march is directed upon Smolensko. 
On the 9th of November, Marshal 
Kutusow had arrived at Elnee, where he 




















* Reaumur, 


received a report from General Platow, of 
his having overtaken four divisions of the 
French army, under the command of 
Beauharnois, upon the road from Dorogo- 
bugsh to Doughovtchstchina. That Ge- 
neral states, that the Cossacks charged 
through this body, dividing it into two’ 
parts, with great slaughter and the cap- 
ture of sixty-two pieces of ordnance, which 
had been already brought in and counted, 
and some standards; many plans and pa- 
pers of consequence, and upwards of 3,000 
prisoners, among which, as well as among 
the killed, are many Officers of rank and 
distinction. Part of the remains of this 
corps fled in the direction of Dorogobugsh, 
and the other part, in the direction of 
Doughovtchstchina, closely pursued by the 
Cossacks and light cavalry. General 
Sanson, Quarter-Master-General of the 
whole French army, was taken, with 500 
men of different ranks, upon the right flank 
of General Platow, near Doughovtchstchina. 
Major-General Kutosow, who has 
been intrusted with the command of the 
corps lately under the erders of General 
Winzingerode, had, by extraordinary 
forced marches, reached the main army 
with his cavalry. An officer has been 
intercepted with letters from Beauharnois, 
which will be published to-morrow, and 
which will afford indelible proof of the 
state in which Buonaparte has left this part 
of his army. These letters are addressed 
to Berthier. It does not appear that the 
march of the French Guards, and of the 
1st division has been effected without great 
loss, many of their bodies having been 
found on the road. ——Field-Marshal Ku- 
tusow intended to continue his march upon 
Krasnoy, two stages beyond Smolensko, 
leaving that town upon his right hand, and 
intersecting the communications towards 
Mohiloff. I have not heard that it is 
ascertained where Buonaparte himself was 
on the Y%th of November. The first 
Bulletin, containing General Platow’s Re- 
port, is lierewith enclosed. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) CATHCART, 
































Twenty-eighth Bulletin of the French Grand 
Army. 


Smolensko, Nov. 11. 
The Imperial head-quarters were, on 
the 1st of November, at Viasma; and on 
the 9th, at Smolensko. The weather was 


very fine up to the 6th, but on the 7th 
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snow. The roads have become very slip- 
pery and very difficult for carriage horses. 
We have lost many men by cold and fa- 
tigue ; night bivouacings are very injurious 
to them.——-Since the battle of Malocaros- 
lawitz, the advanced guard has seen no 
other enemy than the Cossacks, who, like 
the Arabs, hover upon the flanks, and fly 
about to annoy.——On the 2d, at two in 
the afternoon, 12,000 Russian infantry, 
covered by a cloud of Cossacks, intercepted 
the communication, a league distance from 
Viasma, between the Prince of Eckmuhl 
and the Viceroy. The Prince of Eckmuhl 


and the Viceroy marched upon this column, 


drove it from the road, and overthrew it 
in the. wood, took a Major-General, with 
a good number of prisoners, and carried 
off six pieces of cannon; since that time 
‘we have not again seen the Russian infan- 
try, but only Cossacks.——-Since the bad 
weather, from the 6th, we have lost more 
than 3,000 carriage horses, and nearly 
100 caissons have been destroyed.——Ge- 
neral Wittgenstein having been reinforced 
by the Russian division from Finland, and 
by a great number of troops from the mi- 
litia, attacked, on the 18th of October, 
Marshal Gouvion St. Cyr; he was re- 
pulsed by that Marshal and General Wrede, 
who took more than 3,000 prisoners, and 
covered the field of battle with his dead. 
——On the 20th inst. Marshal Gouvion 
St. Cyr having been informed that Marshal 
the Duke of Belluno, with the 9th corps, 
was marching to reinforce him, repassed 
the Dwina, and marched to meet him, in 
order, on having effected a junction with 
him, to fight Wittgenstein, and oblige 
him to repass the Dwina. Marshal Gou- 
vion St. Cyr bestows the highest eulogiums 
upon his troops. The Swiss division 
distinguished itself by its sang froid and 
bravery. Colonel Guchenew, of the 26th 
Regiment of Light Infantry, was wounded ; 
Marshal St. Cyr received a ball in the foot; 
Marshal the Duke of Reggio has arrived to 
replace him, and retaken the command of 
the 2d corps.——The health of the Em- 
peror has never been better. 








Report of Monsieur the Marshal Gouvion 
St. Cyr to His Highness the Prince Ma- 
jor-General. 

Oclober 20. 
By my last, of the 17th inst., I inform- 
ed your Highness, that the 2d corps would 
probably be attacked on the following day 
by all the forces united, under the orders 
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of Count de Wittgenstein. I have spoke 
to you of the reinforcements which he had 
received from St. Petersburgh, and which 
amounted to 17,000 men, including in thag 
number 6 or 8,000 men which had beea 
scraped together in St. Petersburgh and its 
environs. He has further received the 
2\st division, which was fresh arrived 
from Finland; one part of this division 
only has had an engagement in an affair 
against the Prussians. They formed a 
junction with the troops under Wittgen- 
stein, at Disna, on the 16th, at the mo- 
ment when he had dislodged the post which 
I had placed there. On the 18th, at six 
o'clock in the morning, M. de Wittgen- 
stein debouched before Polotsk, in four 
columns, and extending his troops past 
my position, and profiting by the enormous 
superiority of which he was possessed, to 
take the reverse, and, without any danger, 
make himself master of the position which 
I had occupied on the left bank of the Po- 
lota, in the face of that which he had be- 
fore occupied on the Drissa. His first 
serious attack was made against a battery 
(a barbette), which I had caused to be 
established in an advantageous position, 
and which it was necessary, at any rate, 
to occupy, in order not to expose to the 
enemy the weakest part of my position; 
that is to say, the front of the town, which 
offered no other difficulty than a palanka, 
the front of which I had covered; but 
which not being yet finished, was every 
where open, and principally at the two 
little bastions which were to support it; 
but were as yet scarcely marked out. JI, 
nevertheless, brought some pieces of can- 
non there, which did us service. The 
battery de la Thuillerie was taken and re- 
taken three or four times. It was defended 
by the troops of the 8th division, com- 
manded by the Genera} of Division Maison. 
—The defence of this front of the attack 
does him infinite honour, as likewise to the 
corps charged with its defence; that is to 
say, the 2d and 37th of the line, and the 
lith of light infantry; as likewise two 
squadrons of the 14th regiment of cuiras- 
siers, commanded by M. Remberg; two 
squadrons of the light troops of the 8th 
lancers and 20th chasseurs, commanded b 
the Chef d’Escadron Curel, who led the 
right of the 8th division, and whose con- 
duct in all the charges which he received 
or made against forces so disproportionate 
as theirs, merits the greatest eulogiums. 
The enemy deployed another of his co- 
(To be continued. / 
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In order that my countrymen and that the 
world may not be deceived, duped, and cheated 
upon this subject, I, WILLIAM COBBETT, 
of Botley, in Hampshire, put upon record 
the following facts; to wit: That, on the 24th 
June, 1809, the following article was pub- 
lished in a London news-paper, called the 
Courter :-——*“ The Mutiny amongst the LO- 
«“ CAL, MILITIA, which broke out at Ely, was 
“ fortunately suppressed on Wednesday by the 
“arrival of four squadrons of the GERMAN 
«“ LEGION CAVALRY from Bury, under the 
« command of General Auckland. Five of the 
“ ringleaders were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
‘6 sentenced te receive 500 lashes each, part of which 
“ punishment they received on Wednesday, and 
<< 4 part was remitted. A stoppage for their knap- 
“ sacks was the ground of the complaint that ex. 
<< cited this mutinous spirit, which occasioned 
<< the men to surround their officers, and demand 
“‘ what they deemed their arrears. The first 
“ division of the German Legion halted yesterday 
<¢ at Newmarket on their retarn to Bary.” —— 
That, on the ist July, 1809, I published, in the 
Political Register, an article censuring, in the 
strongest terms, these proceedings; that, for so 
doing, the Attorney eg Hee “80, as sedi- 
tious libellers, and by Ex-Officio Information, 
me, and also my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register ; 
that I was brought to trial on the 15th Juue, 
1810, and was, by a Special Jury, that is to say, 
by 12 men out of 48 appointed by the Master of 


the Crown Office, found guilty; that, en the. 


20th of the same month, I was compelled to give 
bail for my appearance to receive judgment ; 
and that, as I came up from Botley (to which 
place I had returned to my family and my farm 
on the evening of the 15th), a Tipstaff went 
down from London in order to seize me, per- 
sonally ; that, on the 9th of July, 1810, I, toge- 
ther with my printer, publisher, and the news- 
man, were brought into the Court of King’s 
Bench to receive judgment; that the three 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
o me mouths in the King’s Bench prison; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the great receptacle for malefactors, 
and the front of which is the scene of numerous 
hangings in the cowse of every year; that the 
part of the prison in which I was sentenced to be 
confined is sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
felons were actually in it at the tune I entered 
it ; that ene man was taken out of it to be trans- 
ported in abont 48 hours after I was pat into the 


same yard with him; and that it is the place of | 


confinement for men guilty of unnatural crimes, 
of whom there are four in it at this time ; that, 
besides this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
pay a thousand pounds TO THE KING, and to 
give security for my good behaviour for seven 
years, myself in the sum of 3,000 pounds, and 
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two sureties in the sum of 1,000 pounds each: 
that the whole of this sentence has been executed 
upon me, that I have been imprisoned the two 
years, have paid the thousand pounds TO THE 
KING, and have given the bail, Timothy Brown 
and Peter Walker, Esqrs. being my sureties ; 
that the Attorney General was Sir Vicary Gibbs, 
the Judge who sat at the trial Lord Ellenborongh, 
the four Judges who sat at passing sentence Ellen. 
borough, Grose, Le Blanc, and Bailey; and that 
the jurors were, Thomas Rhodes of Hampstead 
Road, John Davis of Southampton Place, James 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, Jolin Richards 
of Bayswater, ‘Thomas Marsham of Baker Street, 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Marylebone, 
John Mand of York Place Marylebone, George 
Bagster of Church Terrace Pancras, Thomas 
Taylor of Red Lion Square, David Deane of St. 
John Street, William Palmer of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Mall; that the 
Prime Ministers during the time were Spencer 
Perceval, until he was shot by John Bellingham, 
and after that Robert B. Jenkinson, Earl of Li- 
verpool; that the prosecution and sentence took 
place in the reign of King George the Third, and 
that, he having become insane during my impri- 
sonment, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his son, 
the Prince Regent, in his behalf; that, during my 
imprisonment, I wrote and published 364 Essays 
and Letters upon political subjects; that, during 
the same time, I was visited by persons from 197 
cities and towns, many of them as a sort of depu- 
ties from Societies or Clubs; that, at the expira- 
tion of my imprisonment,.on the 9th of July, 1812, 
a great dinner was given in London for the par- 
pose of receiving me, at which dinner upwards of 
600 persons were present, and at which Sir 
Francis Burdett presided ; that dinners and other 
parties were held on the same occasion in many 
other places in England; that, on my way home, 
I was received at Alton, the first town in Hamp- 
shite, with the ringing of the Church bells; that 
a respectable company met me and gave mea 
dinner at Winchester; that I was drawn from 
more than the distance of a mile into Botley by 
the people; that, upon my arrival in the village, 
I found all the people assembled to receive me ; 
that I concluded the day by explaining to them 
the cause of my imprisonment, and by giving 
them clear notions respecting the flogging of the 
Local Militia-men at Ely, and respecting the em- 
ployment of German Troops; and, finally, which 
is more than a compensation for my losses and a!l 
my sufferings, Lam in perfect health and strength, 
and, though I must, for the sake of six children, 
feel the diminution that has been made in my 
property (thinking it right in me to decline the 
offer of a subscription), I have the consolation to 
see growing up three sons, upon whose hearts, I 
trust, all these facts will he engraven. 

Wa. COBBETT. 
Botley, July 23, 1812. 
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